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Research Interests
Religion and Politics, American Religious History, Entheogens, Religion and Prisons, New 
Religious Movements, and Method and Theory in the Study of Religion
Education

Florida State University. PhD in Religion (2015)
Degree Program: American Religious History, Minor in World Religions
Dissertation Advisor: Dr. Amanda Porterfield
Dissertation: The New Prison Reformers: Florida's Faith-Based Prisons and the Politics of Religious Pluralism (defended with distinction)
Yale Divinity School. M.A. in Religion (2002)

Degree Program: History of Christianity, American Religious History

Advisor: Dr. Ronald Rittgers
University of California at Berkeley. B.A. in Religious Studies, Minor in English (1999)
Highest Honors 
Degree Program: Sociology and Anthropology of Religion

Honors Thesis: Appalachian Serpent-Handlers
Thesis Advisors: Drs. Birger Pearson and Alan Dundes

Teaching Experience
Associate Professor, Religious Studies Department



2015-Present

McDaniel College, Westminster, MD
FYS 1229: Race-Based New Religions

REL 1104: Introduction to Religious Studies
REL 1105: Religions: An Overview
REL 2000: Christianity, the Basics
REL 2203: New Religious Movements

REL 2204: Religion and Critical Thought

REL 2208: African American Religious History

REL 2217: Religions in North America
REL 2219: Religion and American Law
REL 2223: Sex, Drugs, and U.S. Religion

REL 2250: A History of Satan

REL 2265: Special Topics in Religious Studies

REL 3365: Religion and American Prisons

Lecturer, Goucher Prison Education Partnership



2016-2018
Goucher College, Towson, MD

AMS 205: Issues in American Studies

REL 315: American Religion and Social Reform
PSC 239: Religion and Politics in America

Adjunct Professor, Humanities Department




2013-2015
Tallahassee Community College, Tallahassee, FL
REL 2300: Introduction to World Religions 
HUM 2210: Humanities of the World

Graduate Student Instructor, Department of Religion



2011-2015
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
HUM 6939: Multicultural Film

REL 1300: Introduction to World Religions 
REL 2121: Religion in the United States 
REL 3128-003: Religion and Law in America
REL 3128-002: Religion and American Prisons

Teaching Assistant, Department of Religion




Fall 2010

Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
REL 1300: Introduction to World Religions 

Teaching Assistant, History Department




2000-2001
Yale University, New Haven, CT
HIST 261: The Cold War 

HIST 162: Black History in the United States
Media 

“Stereotyping Religion, Critiquing Clichés,” New Books Network podcast, July 1, 2023. 

“1-800-REL-HELP ‘Cult’” episode, American Examples (University of Alabama Religious Studies Department) podcast and YouTube video, July 22, 2021. 

“Faith-Based Prisons in the United States,” The Revealer podcast, May 7, 2021. 

“Gary Smith and Brad Stoddard, PhD Interview,” Psychedelica Lex podcast and YouTube video, Oct. 10, 2020 (parts 1 and 2). 
“Race and New Religious Movements,” University of Alabama Religious Studies Department podcast, July 2020. 

“Stereotyping Religion, Critiquing Clichés,” New Books in Religion podcast, April 3, 2019. 

“Stereotyping Religion: Critical Approaches to Pervasive Clichés,” The Religious Studies Project podcast, April 30, 2018. 

“Inmates get a 'second chance' at federal grants for higher ed under experimental program,” PBS Newshour, September 14, 2016. 

Publications
Books

The Production of Entheogenic Communities in the United States, Cambridge University Press. In 
contract, anticipated publication 2024. 

Stereotyping Religion: Critiquing Clichés Volume II, co-edited with Craig Martin. Bloomsbury, 
2023. 

Spiritual Entrepreneurs: Florida's Faith-Based Prisons and the American Carceral State. UNC Press, 
2021. 
Race and New Religious Movements, co-edited with Emily Clark. Bloomsbury, 2019.
Method Today: Redescribing Approaches to the Study of Religion, editor. Equinox Publishing, 2018.
Stereotyping Religion: Critiquing Clichés, co-edited with Craig Martin. Bloomsbury, 2017.
Book Chapters

“Manufacturing the Underground,” Proceedings from Psychedelic Intersections Conference at Harvard Divinity School. Forthcoming. 

“Spirituality is about Spirituality,” Stereotyping Religion: Critiquing Cliches Volume 2, 2023.

“Policing Pluralism in Florida's Faith-Based Prisons,” American Examples. University of Alabama Press, 2022. 
“Why do some Christians use snakes in their worship?” Religion in Five Minutes. Equinox Publishers, 2017.

“'Show me the Money': Big-Money Donors and the Cognitive Science of Religion,” Theory in a Time of Excess. Equinox Publishers, 2017.

“'Not a Task for Amateurs': Graduate Instructors and Critical Theory in the World Religions 
Classroom,” co-authored with Tara Baldrick-Morrone and Michael Graziano, in After “World 
Religions,” Reconstructing Religious Studies. Acumen Publishing Limited, 2016.

“Origins Reconsidered: A Response to Russell McCutcheon,” in Fabricating Origins: Working with Culture on the Edge. Equinox Publishers, 2015.
Essays and Articles

“A Critical....No, a Critically Informed Response to Bryan McCarthy and Hunt Priest, Journal 
of Psychedelic Studies (forthcoming). 

“Ayahuasca Tourism: Curating Authenticity in Transformative Times,” Nova Religio 28(1), 2024. 

“Entheogens: Psychedelic Religion in the United States, Part Two,” Religion Compass 17(10), 2023.  
“Entheogens: Psychedelic Religion in the United States, Part One,” Religion Compass 17(10), 2023.  

“Christianity and Convict Labor in the Postbellum South,” Religions 1(12), 2020: 1-10. 
“Constructing Spirituality in the Cognitive Science of Religion,” Method & Theory in the Study of Religion 32(3), 2020: 288-298. 

“Preparing for Jobs Outside the Academy,” Bulletin for the Study of Religion 49(1-2), 2020: 23-26.
“God's Favorite Gun,” Journal of Religion and Violence 7(3), 2020: 255-277. 
“Better Get to Know Practicum: Critical Theory, Religion, and Pedagogy.” Bulletin for the Study of Religion 44(4), 2015: 40-44.

Book Reviews

Review of Beatriz Caiuby Labate and Clancy Cavnar (eds), Religious Freedom and the Global 
Regulation of Ayahuasca. Nova Religio (forthcoming). 
Review of Don Lattin, God on Psychedelics: Tripping Across the Rubble of Old-time Religion. Nova 
Religio 27(2), 2023. 

Review of Timothy Miller, Communes in America, 1975-2000. Nova Religio 23(4), 2020. 

Review of Edward Orozco Flores, “Jesus Saved an Ex-Con”: Political Activism and Redemption 
after Incarceration. American Religion 2(1), May 2020. 
Review of Joshua Dubler, Down in the Chapel: Religious Life in an American Prison. Communal 
Studies Association Journal 43(1), 2014. 
Review of Leigh Fondakowski, Stories from Jonestown. Nova Religio 17(4), 2014. 

Review of Pete Ward, Gods Behaving Badly: Media, Religion, and Celebrity Culture. Journal of 
Religion and Popular Culture 25(2), 2013. 
Review of Julia Scheeres, A Thousand Lives: The Untold Story of Hope, Deception, and Survival at 
Jonestown. Communal Studies Association Journal 32(2), 2013. 

Review of Hemant Shah, The Production of Modernization: Daniel Lerner, Mass Media, and the 
Passing of Traditional Society. The Journal of American Culture 35(3), 2012. 

Review of Mark A. Lause, A Secret Society History of the Civil War. Nova Religio 16.(4), 2013. 
Encyclopedia Articles

“Pat Robertson,” in Encyclopedia of Religion and Politics in America. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2016. 

“Unification Church,” in Encyclopedia of Religion and Politics in America. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2016.
“Religious Freedom Restoration Act,” in Encyclopedia of Religion and Politics in 
America. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2016.
“Postpartum Support International,” in American Women's History: An Encyclopedia. Facts on 
File (2014). 

“Rose Pastor Stokes,” in American Women's History: An Encyclopedia. Facts on File (2014). 

“Shaft,” in Multicultural America, edited by Carlos Eliseo Cortes and J. Geoffrey Golson. New 
York: Sage Publications, 2013. 
“Alice Paul,” in Encyclopedia of the Twenties in America. Ipswich, MA: Salem Press, 2012.
“Noble Drew Ali,” in Encyclopedia of the Twenties in America. Ipswich, MA: Salem Press, 2012.
Paper Presentations 
“Manufacturing the Underground,” Psychedelic Intersections Conference at Harvard Divinity School. Cambridge, MA (February 2024). 
“What's Drugs Got to do with it? Entheogenic Communities and the Law,” American Academy of Religion. Denver, CO (November 2022).

“The Politics of Entheogens,” American Academy of Religion. Denver, CO (November 2022).

“Constructing 'Religion' in Florida's Faith-Based Prisons,” North American Association for the Study of Religion. Virtual conference (November 2020). 

“Christianity and the Convict Lease System in Postbellum South, American Academy of Religion. San Diego, CA (November 2019). 
Respondent, “Race, Social Justice, and U.S. Religion,” Mid-Atlantic Region of the American Academy of Religion. New Brunswick, NJ (March 2019).

 “Prison Chaplains: Regulating Participation in Faith-Based Correctional Facilities,” American Academy of Religion. Denver, CO (November 2018). 

Respondent, “Race and U.S. Religion,” Mid-Atlantic Region of the American Academy of Religion, New Brunswick. NJ (March 2018). 

“Free Exercise? Religious Freedom in American Prisons,” American Academy of Religion. Boston, MA (November 2017).

“'Behind the Walls': Sports-Based Prison Ministries and the Carceral State,” American Academy of Religion. Boston, MA (November 2017).
“I was in Prison and you Visited me': Christian Pedagogy in Faith-Based Prisons,” American Society of Church History. Berkeley, CA (April 2017). 

“Turf War: Competition between Religion and State in Faith-Based Correctional Programs,” Religion and American Law Discussion Group. San Antonio, TX (November 2016).

 “Hebrew Israelites: Encountering Race in Faith-Based Prisons,” American Academy of 
Religion. Atlanta, GA (November 2015). 

“Response to Claire White,” North American Association for the Study of Religion. Atlanta, 
GA (November 2015). 

“The Rhetoric of Secularity in Florida's Faith-Based Prisons,” Harvard University. Ways of 
Knowing Conference, Boston, MA (October 2014).

“Policing Pluralism in Florida's Faith-Based Prisons,” Syracuse University. Workshop on 
Religion and Mass Incarceration, Syracuse, NY (October 2014). 

“Teaching Religion in the Era of Faith-Based Initiatives,” Stanford University. Educating 
Religion: Questions of Orthodoxy, Education, and Power Conference, Palo Alto, CA (May 
2014).

“The Quest for Authentic Manhood: Rethinking Gender, Religion, and Public Policy,” John C. 
Danforth Center on Religion and Politics: Religion and Sexual Revolutions in the United 
States. St. Louis, MO (May 9, 2014).

“Faith-Based Prisons: Subordinating the State in Neoliberal America,” American Historical 
Association. Washington, DC (January 2014). 

“Teaching World Religions without ‘World Religions,’” North American Association for the 
Study of Religion. Baltimore, MD (November 2013).

“Serpent Handling, the First Amendment, and the Legal Construction of Religious Orthopraxy,” American Academy of Religion. Baltimore, MD (November 2013). 

“Isolating ‘Faith’ in Faith-Based Prisons,” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. 
Boston, MA (November 2013). 

“Legislating Faith-Based Prisons,” The City University of New York. Police, Prisons, and 
Power: 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference. New York, NY (April 2013). 
“Privileging the Private: Faith-Based Prisons in Neoliberal America,” Florida State 
University. Religion and Law in American History Conference. Tallahassee, FL (March 
2013). 

“Legal Precedents for Faith-Based Prisons,” Southeastern Commission for the Study of 
Religion. Greenville, SC (March 2013).

“'Women and Pollution': Using World Religions Textbooks as Data,” Florida State 
University. Graduate Student Symposium. Tallahassee, FL (February 2013). 

“Legislating Pluralism: Faith-Based Prisons and the Privatization of Morality,” American 
Academy of Religion. Beyond the Boundaries Series. Chicago, IL (November 2012).

“Healing the Black Body in the Nation of Islam,” American Academy of Religion. Chicago, 
IL (November 2012).

“'The Holocaust Never Ended!' The Nation of Islam Remembers World War II,” Florida 
State University. Religion and World War II Conference. Tallahassee, FL (November 2012).
“'Bacon is the New Jesus': Rethinking 'Religion' and Pop Culture,” Popular Culture 
Association/American Culture Association. Nashville, TN (September 2012). 
 “The Quebec Act and Anti-Catholicism in the American Revolution,” Boston University. 
Media and Politics Conference. Boston, MA (March 2012). 
“Joseph McCarthy's Apocalyptic and Political Rhetoric,” Southeastern Commission for the 
Study of Religion. Atlanta, GA (March 2012).

“Punishment and Penology in Seventeenth Century Massachusetts,” Florida State 
University. Graduate Student Symposium. Tallahassee, FL (February 2012).
Invited lectures

“Religious Freedom and Religious Prisons,” Université Saint-Louis – Bruxelles (March 2024)

“Free Exercise: The Tyranny of Religious Freedom,” Global Issues Colloquium, McDaniel 
College (April 2017). 
“Christian Serpent Handlers,” invited lecture, Yale Divinity School. Symposium on 
Appalachian Religious History. New Haven, CT (November 2001). 
Honors and Awards

American Examples Scholar, Department of Religious Studies at the University of Alabama 
(2020-2021)

Emerging Scholars, Religion and its Publics, Virginia Center for the Study of Religion at the 
University of Virginia (2019)

Young Scholars of American Religion, Religion and American Culture program at IUPUI 
(2019-2020 cohort)

Faculty Scholarly Publications Award, McDaniel College (Fall, 2018)

Ira Zepp Teaching Enhancement Award (Spring, 2018)

Individual Research Grant, American Academy of Religion (2018-2019)

Dissertation defended with Distinction, Florida State University (Summer, 2015)

Nominee: Outstanding Student Teacher Award, Florida State University (Spring, 2014)
Lynn E. May Study Grant, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archive (Summer, 2013)

Religion Department Conference Grant, Florida State University $2,500 (Fall, 2012)

Congress of Graduate Studies Conference Grant, Florida State University $3,400 (Spring, 
2013)

Graduate Assistantship, Florida State University (Fall, 2010-present)

Department of Religion Travel Grant Award, Florida State University (Spring, 2013; Fall, 
2012; Spring, 2012; Fall, 2013; Spring, 2014)

FSU Congress of Graduate Students Travel Grant Award, Florida State University (Fall, 
2012; 
Spring, 2013)

Dean's Office Ninety-Percent Award for Teaching Excellence, Florida State University 


(Spring, 2011)

Highest Honors in Religious Studies, University of California, Berkeley (1999)


High Distinction in General Scholarship, University of California, Berkeley (1999)

Volunteer Work and Elected Positions
Provost Hiring Committee (Spring, 2023)

Curriculum Committee (2022-present)

Faculty Council, McDaniel College (2018-2019)

Honor and Conduct Board, McDaniel College (2017-2023)

Series editor, “Working Papers” series, Equinox Publishers (August 2017-November 2022)
Advisory board member, Contemporary Approaches to the Study of Religion
President, North American Association for the Study of Religion (November 2017-
November 2020)

Executive Secretary/Treasurer, North American Association for the Study of Religion (May 
2016-November 2017)

Executive Council member, North American Association for the Study of Religion 
(November 2015-May 2016, November 2020-November 2022)
Founder and co-editor, Practicum: Critical Theory, Religion, and Pedagogy Blog (May 2014-
August 2015)
Founder and co-chair, Religion and Law Consultation, Southeastern Commission for the 
Study of Religion (Spring 2013-Spring 2015)
Founder and chair, Conference on Religion and Law in American History, Florida State 
University (March 2013)

Founder and President, Religion and Law Society, Florida State University (2012-2013)
Co-chair, Food Committee, Graduate Student Symposium, Florida State University (March 


2012) 
Graduate Fellow, Berkeley College, Yale University (2001-2002)

Graduate Representative at Large, Yale Divinity School (2001-2002)
Languages


French and German (reading proficiency)
References
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